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CLAUDIA ESCOBAR MEJÍA 
DOB:  

Address:   
 

Phone number:   
 

 
LEGAL AND EXCECUTIVE EXPERIENCE 
 

Judicial System of the Republic of Guatemala, Guatemala City, Guatemala  
Magistrate, 5th Court of Appeals of the Civil and Commercial Branch (03/2013 – 11/2014) 

§ Heard cases appealed in lower courts of the Civil and Commercial branch of the Guatemalan 
judiciary.   

§ Reviewed resolutions and sentences issued by lower courts, making sure that they were 
according to the law and not motivated by traffic of influence or bribery.  

§ Validated compliance with procedural and legal guarantees in all cases under my supervision. 
§ Issued resolutions and judgments with absolute impartiality.  
§ Supervised lower court judges in fulfilling their functions by the terms of the law. (Magistrate 

of the courts of appeals can present complaints against judges in lower courts when they 
behave unethical or commit wrongdoings that can facilitate corruption, for example when one 
of the parts in the trial does not get the same opportunities to present their probes.)  

§ Acted in defense of judicial independence against other powers; reported the attempted bribery 
of magistrates with the objective of obtaining favorable court decisions. 
(http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Former-head-of-Guatemala-s-congress-convicted-
of-bribery) 

§ Collaborated closely with the office of the Attorney General and the United Nations 
International  Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala to detect corruption cases. 

§ Issued a legal statement that exposes corruption in the process of election of magistrates in 
October 2014 ( https://www.insightcrime.org/news/brief/guatemala-judge-slams-corrupt-
selection-process/) 

 
* The Court of Appeals could act -in special cases- as a constitutional tribunal with the aim to prevent 
and inhibit corruption, violations of the constitution and other human right abuses.   
 

Judicial System of the Republic of Guatemala, Mixco, Guatemala 
Judge of the Civil, Family, and Coactive Economic Court (04/2007 – 03/2013)  

§ Guarantee that cases where followed by rules and not influenced by corruption. 
§ Administered justice in an impartial, prudent, and prompt manner.  
§ Issued resolutions, decrees, and judgments. 
§ Motivated ethical behavior in the court and supervised clerks and assistant personnel of the 

court. 
§ Reported criminally acts of litigants who violated legal norms for the benefit of their own 

interests to the International Commission against impunity in Guatemala. 
§ Helped uncover a corrupt network of lawyers and clerks that work within the judiciary to 

facilitate misappropriation of private property of through civil cases. 
§ Impose procedures to prevent corruption in the Economic Coercive Court. 
§ Encouraged reconciliation between the parties in conflict before beginning litigious routes 

whenever possible. 
§ Detected and recognized illegal activities inside the Judicial System, such as bribery, abuse of 

power, illicit enrichment, traffic of influence.   
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Instituto de la Judicatura (Judicial Institute NGO), Guatemala City, Guatemala 
President of Board of Directors (2009-2014) 
Honorary President (2014-to date) 

§ Proposed projects and initiatives to promote ethics, transparency and efficiency in the judicial 
system to prevent corruption.   

§ Formulation of public policies to diminish corruption in the judiciary 
§ Created a strong network and promoted strategic alliances with national and international 

organizations.  
§ Proposed legal reforms and participated in debates about judicial reform in Congress to 

strengthen the independence of the judiciary. 
§ Attended high-level meetings at the United Nations, European Commission, Vatican, State 

Department and United States Congress, among others.  
§ Denounced the violations of judicial independence committed by the State of Guatemaloa 

during the election of magistrates in October 2014 in the public audience of the Inter-
American Commission for Human Rights. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSuI44_ICn4) 

 

Bufete Profesional Escobar, Moralejo y Asociadas, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Attorney (09/1999 – 04/2007) 

§ Served as founding legal associate responsible for management of the law firm.  
§ Oversaw family, corporate, and contract law cases.  
§ Facilitated legal processes related to intellectual property, trademarks, patents, inheritance, wills 

and intestates.  
§ Performed administrative procedures before ministries, registries and government offices. 

 

Asociación de Fomento a la Institucionalidad Democrática y el Desarrollo Integral de 
Centroamérica (Asociación FIDDI), Guatemala City, Guatemala  
Executive Director (9/2005 – 4/2007) 

§ Collaborated with Escola de Prevenció i Seguretat Integral (EPSI), Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain, to promote integral security in Guatemala. 

§ Promoted various courses, seminars and conferences on democracy, rule of law, integral 
security and international collaboration.   

§ Maintained relations with government institutions, the private sector and international bodies.   
§ Undertook fundraising efforts. 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Legal Advisor to Legal Matters and Treaties Administration (11/2001 – 10/2002) 

§ Managed and issued judgements on Ministry’s legal matters related to naturalization requests, 
credit rating and exemptions.  

§ Issued opinions related to consultations of the Guatemalan Consulate and Embassies abroad.   
 
 

 
CONSULTING AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE 
 

Harvard University - Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Study   
Exploratory Seminar Leader (October 2015- October 2016) 

§ Organized seminar, “Improving and Expanding the International Fight against 
Corruption: Learning Lessons from the Guatemalan Experience,” which brought 
together leading international experts, academics and organizations working to fight against 
corruption.  

 
 
 
Due Process of Law Foundation, Judicial Independence Program, Washington, DC 
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Consultant (01/2016 – 03/2016)  
§ Conducted research about Guatemala’s Council of the Judicial Career.       

 
 

Humanist Institute for Cooperation with Developing Countries  
Researcher (04/2015 – 12/2015)  

§ Completed a research project about the process of elections in the Guatemala judiciary titled, 
“Between impunity and Corruption.” 

 

Guatemalan Institute for Comparative Studies in Criminal Science, Guatemala City 
Trainer (09/2004 – 04/2007)  

§ Enabled continuous formation processes within the program, “Métodos Alternativos y Justicia 
Penal – PRORED” (Alternative Methods and Criminal Justice Program) 

§ Developed curriculum for alternative methods of conflict resolution for judicial officials.  
§ Participated in the systematization process and institutional training. 

 

Advocacy Project for Strengthening Networks and Policies Related to Democratic Security 
(PROINFORED), Center for Guatemalan Studies and USAID, Guatemala City 
Legal Consultant (04/2004 – 12/2005) 

§ Participated in meetings in the Congress of Guatemala to discuss bills on democratic security. 
§ Participated in roundtables with high officials of the three branches of the government related 

to public policies for the strengthening of justice and security. 
 

Advocacy Project for the Congress and Government of Civil Society Related to Democratic 
Security, Center for Guatemalan Studies and Embassy of Norway Guatemala City, Guatemala.   
Consultant (03/2003 – 02/2004) 

§ Participated in roundtables to discuss security concerns with civil society experts. 
§ Drafted reports on the legislative situation related to the security of civil society. 

 

Preparatory Commission of the Advisory Security Council (CAS), Guatemala City 
Investigator (10/2003 – 12/2003)  

§ Carried out an investigation to formulate a proposal for a security agenda.  
§ Supported the Project Directorship in the security agenda in the legislative branch. 

 
 

 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS  
 
 

Universidad Rafael Landívar, School of Legal and Social Sciences, Guatemala City) 
§ Coordinator, Master’s Program in Corporate Law (10/2010 – 12/2014 
§ Professor (07/2007 – 11/2008) 

 

Universidad Francisco Marroquín, School of Law, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
§ Workshop Professor, Closing Processes: Private Law (07/2011 - 11/2014) 
§ Assistant Professor, Constitutional Law (07/1999 – 10/2002) 

 

Universidad Galileo, Instituto de Estudios de Seguridad, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
§ Professor for the course, “Mediation of Conflicts” (07/2007 – 09/2007) 

 
FELLOWSHIPS 
 

Georgetown University, Washington, DC. 
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Centennial Fellow (2017-2018) 

§ Lead a research what has been the impact of the International Commission Against Impunity in 
Guatemala in the Judicial System after 10 years of its creation. 

§ Gave lectures in issues related to anti-corruption efforts. 
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§ Participate in activities with students and scholars from SFS.  
 

National Endowment for Democracy, Washington, DC 
Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellow (2016 – 2017) 

§ Researches and analyzes issues related to the challenging and complex fight against corruption in 
the globalized world, with a focus on understanding the links between corruption, impunity and 
lack of separation of powers in affected countries.   

§ Participates in panels and gives talks at various institutions such as the World Bank, the Wilson 
Center and Georgetown University about issues related to human rights and the fight against 
corruption. 

§ Establishes networks with high government officials and other organizations in the United States 
and internationally.  

 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts  
Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Study Fellow (2015 – 2016) 

§ Explored and wrote about the history and causes of the weakness of the judicial system in 
Guatemala.  

§ Studied the impact of the International Commission against Impunity (CICIG) in Guatemala and 
implications for its model to be replicated in other countries. 

§ Attended and participated in Institute events focused upon democracy principles worldwide.   
§ Collaborated with academics from the University and other institutions interested in the topic 

of anti-corruption and transparency.  
 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Universidad Rafael Landivar Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
Master’s Degree,  Education and Learning, within the “Programa Centroamericano de Formación y Actualización de 
Educadores en Servicio desde una perspectiva Ignaciana” (Central American Program for the Formation and 
Updating of Educators in Service from an Ignatian perspective).  Academic Year 2013 -2014  (Pending 
thesis) 
 
 
Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 
PhD, Public and Private Pluralistic Law (2005) 

§ Ph.D. Disertation: “Ventajas competitivas de los estados pequeños centroamericanos en la 
integración global” (Competitive Advantages of Small Central American States in Global 
Integration). Spain, November 2005. 

 
Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain  
Master’s Degree, Private and Public Pluralistic Law (2004) 

§ Master Thesis: “PLAN PUEBAL PANAMÁ – Un proyecto de desarrollo para la región 
Mesoamericana” (Panama Puebla Plan – A Development Project for the Mesoamerican 
Region). Spain, June, 2003.  

 

 
Universidad Francisco Marroquín, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Licentiate in Legal and Social Sciences, Attorney-at-Law and Notary (1999) 

 

 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Bachelor of Arts, Department of Political Science (1990) 
 



5 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS  

 
§ Seminar: Anti-Corruption Meeting "Integrity and Effectiveness in the Fight 

Against Corruption"  Organized by USAID – Government Integrity Project 
San Salvador, El Salvador. August 28 - 29, 2018. 

§ Forum of the Inter-American Human Rights System. Participation in Meeting of 
Experts and Experts on Corruption and Human Rights. Organization of 
American States / Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Washington D.C. 
December 4, 2017 

§ Forum of the Inter-American Human Rights System. Speaker at the forum: 
"Corruption and Human Rights" Organization of American States / Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, Washington D.C. December 4, 2017 

§ XXI CAF Conference.  Panel:  “Latin America Facing Corruption: the Role of 
Independent Intuitions.”  Washington, D.C.  September 7, 2017 

§ Panel  “Corruption, Impunity & Institutional Crisis in Guatemala”  The Inter-
American Dialogue. Washington, D.C.  September 1st. 2017 

§ Round Table “Freedom of Expression and the Judiciary: Lessons from Latin 
America.”  Center for International Media Assistance.  Washington, D.C.  August 29, 
2017  

§ Democracy Award Conference, Counting the Cost “The impact of corruption on 
democratic growth and stability”   Remarks from Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD)  
Moderated by CNN’s Michelle Kosinski 
National Endowment for Democracy.  Washington, D.C. June 7, 2017 

§ Discussant: “The Corruption Cure - How Citizen and Leaders can Combat 
Graft” By Robert I. ROTBERG 
Wilson Center, Books at Wilson.  Washington D.C. May 3, 2017 

§ Roundtable: "Judicial Independence as a Tool to Fight Corruption: Lessons 
from Guatemala"   
National Endowment for Democracy.   
Washington D.C.  April 25, 2017 

§ Panel: “Bold Voices – Changing the Game of Politics Globally” 
Wilson Center, Women in Public Service Project   
Washington, DC, December 7, 2016 

 

§ “The Role of Women in the Legal System in Latin America: A Guatemalan 
Perspective” 
Louisiana State University, International Research Fair 
Baton Rouge, LA, November 17, 2016 

 

§ “Combatting Corruption in Closing Spaces: Implications for Governance”  
World Bank, Civil Society Policy Forum 
Washington, DC, October 6, 2016 

 

§ “Diplomatic Engagement with Civil Society” 
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Georgetown University, Colloquium on Diplomacy and Human Rights.   
Washington, DC, September 19, 2016 

 

§ “Challenges in Prosecuting Corruption” panel at “The Rule of Law Challenges - 
Corruption and Judicial Independence” International conference 
Bingham Center for the Rule of Law 
Sau Paulo, Brazil, April 18-19, 2016 

 

§ “Opening Corrupt Legal and Judicial Frameworks in Latin America” panel at 
“Transparency: Open Data and Anti-Corruption in Latin America” symposium 
Harvard University, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 
Cambridge, MA, April 4, 2016 

 

§ “Impunity in Guatemala” 
Harvard University, Law School Center 
Cambridge, MA, March 2-3, 2016 

 

§ “Judicial Independence: The Human Right that Guaranties All Human Rights” 
Boston College, Center for Human Rights and International Justice 
Boston, MA, January 27, 2016 

 

§ “The Relation among Judicial Independence, Separation of Powers, and 
Corruption” 
Harvard University - Radcliffe Institute for Advance Study 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. December 2, 2015 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS  
 
Integrity Initiatives International "III" 

• http://www.integrityinitiatives.org/iii-blog/2017/4/3/judge-claudia-escobar-fighting-
corruption-from-the-judiciary 

 
The Global Anti Corruption Blog 

§ https://globalanticorruptionblog.com/2017/02/16/guest-post-a-breakthrough-in-guatemalas-
fight-against-judicial-corruption/ 

 
New York Times 

• ¿Puede la CICIG derrotar la corrupción sistémica en Guatemala? 
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2017/09/02/puede-la-cicig-derrotar-la-corrupcion-
sistemica-en-guatemala/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fnyt-
es&action=click&contentCollection=lucha-contra-la-
corrupcion&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement
=1&pgtype=collection 
 

Washington Post 
• Don’t let Guatemala’s president sabotage the fight against corruption 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2017/09/01/dont-let-
guatemalas-president-sabotage-the-fight-against-corruption/?utm_term=.7d5f624ee54b 

 
Diario la Hora – Guatemala (Weekly publication) 
 

§ El germen de la corrupción  http://lahora.gt/germen-la-corrupcion/ 
§ La añorada Independencia Judicial  http://lahora.gt/la-anorada-independencia-judicial/ 
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§ Colombia busca la Paz http://lahora.gt/colombia-busca-la-paz/ 
§ CICIG poderosa herramienta contra la Corrupción  http://lahora.gt/poderosa-herramienta-la-

corrupcion/ 
§ Polémica sobre derecho indígena  http://lahora.gt/polemica-derecho-indigena/ 
§ Marcha de las mujeres que hizo retumbar Washington – Women´s  March  http://lahora.gt/la-

marcha-las-mujeres-retumbar-washington/ 
§ Termómetro de Libertad - Freedom of the World http://lahora.gt/termometro-de-libertad/ 
§ Desnudos ante el Mundo - Incendio en Hogar Seguro  http://lahora.gt/desnudos-ante-mundo/ 
§ Denuncias Ciudadanas http://lahora.gt/denuncias-ciudadanas-la-corrupcion/ 
§ No podemos bajar la guardia http://lahora.gt/no-podemos-bajar-la-guardia/ 

 
 
MERITS AND AWARDS 
 

• Democracy Award 2017 – Corruption Fighter.   The award is given annually by the National 
Endowment for Democracy’s Board of Directors to recognize the courageous and creative 
work of individuals and organizations that have advanced the cause of human rights and 
democracy around the world. With its 2017 Democracy Award, the National Endowment for 
Democracy recognizes the work of five courageous individuals who have fought to expose 
corruption at the highest levels, in turn risking their careers, their freedom, and their very lives. 
Washington, D.C. (Ceremony June 7, 2017) 

 
• Visiting Scholar, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA (2016 – 2017)   

Scholarship - Judicial Program: Corporative Law, Spanish Judiciary School 
Barcelona, Spain (November 17 – 28, 2014) 

 

 
• Academic Scholarship from the Central American Program for the Formation and Updating of 

Educators in Service from an Ignatian Perspective at Universidad Rafael Landívar   
Guatemala (2013-2014) 
 

 
• Award for Five Years of Work in the Judicial Body as a Judge of First Instance 

Guatemala (2012) 
 

• “Outstanding Asunción Student” Award for Law and University Teaching, Asociación 
Exalumnas de la Asunción, Guatemala (2010) 

 

• Scholarship for doctorate studies at Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, Spain. Award from 
the Agency for Spanish Cooperation and School of Law Council of the Universidad Francisco 
Marroquín 
Guatemala. (2000) 

 

• “Good Citizen Merit Award” Baton Rouge, LA (1987)  
 



Statement
in support of candidacy for the Public Council of International Experts

In support of my candidacy for the Public Council of International Experts, pursuant 
to Article 9.4 of the Law of Ukraine 'On the High Anti-Corruption Court", I hereby 
duly state that I am not subject to the application of the Law of Ukraine "On 
Corruption Prevention" and none of the circumstances provided in Article 7.4 of 
the Law of Ukraine "On the High Anti-Corruption Court" exist that would impede 
my membership in the Public Council of International Experts.

Arlington, VA September 11, 2018
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ЗРАЗОК 

 

Заява 

на підтримку кандидата на посаду члена Громадської ради міжнародних 

експертів  

 

На підтримку моєї кандидатури на посаду члена Громадської ради міжнародних експертів, 

відповідно до частини четвертої статті 9 Закону України “Про Вищий антикорупційний 

суд”, я відповідально заявляю, що не є суб’єктом, на якого поширюється дія Закону 

України "Про запобігання корупції" або який не відповідає вимогам, передбаченим 

частиною четвертою статті 7 Закону України “Про Вищий антикорупційний суд”, що 

перешкоджатиме моєму членству у Громадській раді міжнародних експертів. 

  

 

(Дата /Місце)     (ПІП)      (Підпис) 
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