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EXPERIENCE 

 

2012-present   Baker & McKenzie LLP, Partner  

    

Served as member of Global Compliance & Investigations Steering 

Committee.  Successfully represented companies before DOJ and SEC in 

FCPA investigations.  Conducted numerous internal investigations and 

anti-corruption risk assessments for multinational corporations and helped 

them to develop anti-corruption compliance programs.  Advised former 

Prime Minister of East European country in that country’s largest 

corruption scandal.  Supervised anti-money laundering risk assessments 

for banks in Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan.  Represented East European 

businessman and related individuals in Interpol delisting applications.  

Successfully represented client in DOJ FARA investigation.  Represented 

three Swiss banks in DOJ Amnesty Program for Swiss banks.  Advised 

numerous companies on sanctions risks related to various Russian and 

East European oligarchs.  Served as a member of Ukrainian commission to 

select head of new office of asset recovery.  Recommended by Ukrainian 

parliament anti-corruption committee as candidate for position of national 

anti-corruption auditor.  Conducted trainings for Romanian prosecutors on 

how to investigate and prosecute corruption cases.                               

 

2006-2012;    U.S. Embassy, Moscow, Resident Legal Adviser 

2002-2004   

 Developed U.S.-Russian law enforcement cooperation in combatting 

transnational crime including mechanisms for sharing information and 

exchanging evidence in criminal investigations. Advised the U.S. 

Government on legal and policy issues relating to Russia and established 

and implemented programs aimed at improving Russia’s ability to combat 

organized crime and corruption.  Organized U.S.-Russian law enforcement 

programs related to various areas, including terrorism, cybercrime, money 

laundering and human trafficking.  Assisted Russian parliament and law 

enforcement agencies to draft and enact legislation on cooperating 

witnesses, money laundering, human trafficking and pretrial detention.  

Frequently spoke at legal and business conferences and inter-

governmental meetings on crime, corruption and money laundering.  

Designed and taught special courses at a Moscow law school on white 

collar crime and on the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.  Completed 

directed study programs in Russian criminal law and criminal procedure 

through Moscow State Law Academy.   
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1998-2002;  Office of the U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of  

2004-2006 New York, Criminal Division, Organized Crime and Racketeering 

Section. Assistant U.S. Attorney/Senior Trial Counsel   

 

Investigated and prosecuted white collar and organized crime cases.  

Served as lead United States prosecutor in the extradition of Pavel 

Borodin, a Russian government official extradited to Switzerland to face 

charges of money laundering.  Cases prosecuted included United States v. 

Kapelioujnyj et al., a 30 defendant East European organized crime case, 

United States v. Abramov et al. a 17 defendant Russian organized crime 

case, United States v. LoCascio et al., a racketeering case involving a 

$1,000,000,000 fraud in the audiotext and internet pornography industries 

perpetrated by the Gambino Crime Family.  Also served as International 

Issues Coordinator, which involved management of all issues relating to 

requests for international legal assistance and extradition.    

 

1997-1998  Honorable Allen G. Schwartz, United States District Court, Southern  

   District of New York,  Law Clerk.  

 

   Researched and drafted opinions on a wide variety of issues relating to  

   civil and criminal litigation. 

 

1994-1996  Morvillo, Abramowitz, Grand, Iason & Silberberg, 

   Associate.  

 

Worked on a variety of white collar criminal matters, including state and 

federal criminal prosecutions, internal investigations, SEC investigations 

and court-appointed industry monitoring.  

 

1993-1994  Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson,  Associate.  

 

   Worked on a variety of civil and corporate litigation matters. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D., 1993 

    

Honors:  Cum Laude 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, M.A., Political Science, 1987; Ph.D. work 

1987-1990  

 

Honors:  John M. Olin National Security Fellowship 

   Harvard Center for International Affairs, 1989-90 



 

 

 

   Jennings Randolph Peace Scholarship 

   United States Institute of Peace, 1989-1990 

     

Research:  Soviet and East European Politics  

 

 

HARVARD COLLEGE, B.A., Slavic Languages and Literature, 1986 

 

Honors:  Magna Cum Laude with Highest Honors 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS   

 

“Due Diligence on the Oligarchs: Predicting OFAC’s Next Move” FCPA Blog, June 19, 2018 

“Does Ukraine Need an Anti-Corruption Court ?” Atlantic Council Ukraine Alert, August 25, 

2016  

“The FCPA and the Rule of Law Abroad” The Foreign Service Journal, June 2016 

“Real or Bogus: How to Evaluate Foreign Criminal Charges,” The British Journal of White 

Collar Crime, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2016 

 “Cleaning up Atlantis: How to Put a Kleptocracy on the Road to Transparency,” The American 

Interest, Vol. 11, No. 3, November 2015 

“Overcoming ‘Crony Communism’: Is EU Membership the Key ?”  ABA CJS WCCC 

Newsletter,  Summer/Fall 2015 (co-author)  

“Ukraine Enacts Sweeping New Anti-Corruption Law,” FCPA Blog, July 30, 2013 (co-author)  

“New Russia Law Goes Beyond FCPA, Bribery Act,” FCPA Blog, March 5, 2013 

 

“Trial by Jury and the Rule of Law in Russia” International Law News, Vol. 40, No. 4, Fall 2011 

 

“Business, Corruption and Pretrial Detention in Russia” International Law News, Vol. 40, No. 2, 

Spring 2011 

 

“Armed Injustice: Abuse of the Law and Complex Crime in Post-Soviet Russia” Denver Journal 

of International Law and Policy, Volume 38, Number 4, Fall 2010  

 

“Criminal Corporate Raiding in Russia” The International Lawyer, Vol. 42, Issue 4, 2008.   

 

“Corporate Criminal Liability in the United States” St. Petersburg Law Institute Annual Review, 

2008 (published in Russian) 

 

“Jury Trials and Multi-Defendant Cases” Lex Russica,  No. 6, 2007 (published in Russian)  

 



 

 

“Testimony of a Criminal Defendant under U.S. and Russian Law: A Comparative Analysis” 

Biznes v Zakone, No. 4, 2007 (published in Russian) 

 

“Investigation of Criminal Cases under the Russian Criminal Procedure Code” (with Professor 

William Burnham) (unpublished manuscript) October 2007  

 

“Prosecution of Jury Trials” Actual Problems of Criminal Justice: Questions of Theory, 

Legislation and Implementation, Moscow State Law Academy, Moscow, 2007 (in Russian) 

 

“What Russia Must Do to Fight Organized Crime” Demokratizatsiya, The Journal of Post-Soviet 

Democratization, Vol. 14, No.1, Winter 2006   

 

“U.S.-Russian Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism” Legislation and Counter-

Terrorism: Materials from an International Conference in the State Duma of the Russian 

Federation, Moscow, 2004 (in Russian)  

 

“U.S. Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking” Zhenshchina Plus, January 2004 (in Russian)  

 

“The Russian Connection: Sex Trafficking into the United States and What the United States and 

Russia Are Doing About It” USA Bulletin: International Organized Crime, September 2003 

 

"Mafia Memoirs: What They Tell Us About Organized Crime" Journal of Contemporary 

Criminal Justice, August 1993 

 

"Leningrad’s Right-Wing Alternative to Gorbachev" The Christian Science Monitor, Feb. 1990   

 

"Glasnost: Debate, Seminar or Sermon?" Berkeley-Stanford Working Papers, Spring 1989 

 

"Four Sovietologists" The National Interest, Winter 1989 

 

"Trust Not and Verify" Claremont Review of Books, Spring 1989 

 

A Primer in Soviet Government (co-author), The Claremont Institute, 1987 

 

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS 

 

Superior Honor Award, U.S. Department of State, 2010 

 

Special Award for Advancing U.S.-Russian Cooperation in Antitrust Enforcement, presented by 

Russian Federal Anti-Monopoly Service Director Igor Artemyev, 2010 

 

Best Professor Award,  Pericles American Business Law Education Project, Moscow, awarded 

for class on “Corporate and White Collar Crime,” 2009-2010 

 

American Bar Association Section of International Law Award for Best Stand-Alone Program, 

“Resolution of Russia-Related Business Disputes: The Next Wave,” September 2009  



 

 

 

Award for Advancing U.S.-Russian Cooperation, Moscow Oblast Advocates Chamber, 2008 

 

Outstanding Performance Award, U.S. Department of Justice, 2009 

 

Outstanding Performance Award, U.S. Department of Justice, 2008 

 

Superior Honor Award, U.S. Department of State, 2004   

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Member, Council on Foreign Relations 

 

Chairman, Board of Directors, U.S. Kyrgyzstan Business Council 

 

Secretary-Treasurer, U.S. Tajikistan Business Council  

 

Member, Board of Directors, America Uzbekistan Chamber of Commerce 

 

Member, U.S.-Kazakhstan Business Association  

 

Member, Advisory Board, EurasiaNet.Org 

 

American Bar Association Section of International Law, Vice-Chairman, Russia/Eurasia 

Committee and International Criminal Law Committee 

 

New York State Bar (admitted to practice in 1994)   

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Russian (Fluent) 

Polish (Studying, completed intensive summer programs in Krakow, 2015 and 2016)    

 

SELECTED TESTIMONY AND PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

Presenter and Moderator, FARA: A New Era?, Baker & McKenzie Seminar, Washington, D.C., 

28 June 2018  

Moderator, Corruption and Reform in Romania, Baker & McKenzie Seminar, Washington, D.C., 

13 January 2017 

Speaker and Moderator, Corruption, Anti-Corruption and National Security in the Baltics,  

Baker & McKenzie Seminar, Washington, D.C., 7 October 2016 

Speaker and Moderator, Corruption and Anti-Corruption in Eastern Europe, Baker & McKenzie 

Seminar, Washington, D.C., 22 July 2016 



 

 

Speaker and Moderator, The Problems with Minsk and Corruption: How to Help Ukraine,  

Atlantic Council Seminar, June 22, 2016 

Speaker and Moderator, The New Cold War: Fighting Corruption in Eastern Europe, ABA 

Section of International Law Spring Meeting, New York, New York, 13 April 2016 

Speaker, Criminal Charges and Third Party Due Diligence, TRACE International Webinar, 16 

March 2016,  

Speaker, Russia and Ukraine Sanctions: Compliance Risks and Due Diligence Requirements, 

TRACE International, GAIN 2015 Conference, London, October 15, 2015 

 

Speaker, The Politics of Sanctions: Russia, TRACE International Webinar, September 30, 2015 

 

Speaker and Moderator Is Banking Secrecy Dead ? ABA Section of International Law Spring 

Meeting, Washington, D.C., 30 April 2015 

 

Speaker, Effectively Managing Bribery, Fraud and Money Laundering Risks, Momentum Anti-

Corruption  and Fraud Prevention Congress, London, June 5, 2014 

 

Speaker, Human Trafficking and Supply Chain Compliance, Society for Corporate Compliance 

and Ethics Conference, London, May 19, 2014 

 

Speaker and Moderator, Corruption in the Courts, ABA Section of International Law 

Conference on Dispute Resolution in Russia and the CIS, Moscow, September 12, 2011 

 

Moderator, FCPA and Russian Competition Law, Roundtable with Federal Anti-Monopoly 

Service Chief Igor Artemyev, Moscow, September 2, 2011 (in Russian) 

 

Speaker, Corruption on the Ground in Russia, American Conference Institute Conference on 

Corruption in Emerging Markets, Washington, DC, June 14, 2011 

 

Speaker, Legal Reform and the Courts in Russia, US Russia Business Council 3
rd

 Annual Russia 

Legal Forum, London, June 9, 2011 

 

Speaker, The U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Russian Presidential Academy of State 

Service Conference on Combatting Corruption: Legislative Innovations in Russian and Foreign 

Law, Moscow, May 31, 2011 (in Russian)  

 

Speaker, The U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Moscow State University Criminal Law 

Congress, Moscow, May 26, 2011 (in Russian) 

 

Speaker, The U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Moscow Times Conference on Anti-

Corruption Legislation: International Application and Russian Practice, Moscow, May 25, 2011 

(in Russian)  

 

Speaker, The U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Russian Presidential Academy of State 

Service Anti-Corruption Training Course, Moscow, March 23, 2011 (in Russian) 



 

 

 

Panelist, How to Detect Corruption Schemes in Russia, American Conference Institute Russia 

and CIS Summit on Anti-Corruption, Moscow, March 16, 2011 

 

Speaker, The U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Russian Presidential Academy of State 

Service Anti-Corruption Training Course, Moscow, November 30, 2010 (in Russian) 

 

Speaker, Corporate Raiding in Russia, ABA Section of International Law Conference on 

Dispute Resolution in Russia and the CIS, Moscow, September 14, 2010 

 

Speaker, Corporate Raiding in Russia, FBI Conference on Russian Organized Crime, Los 

Angeles, CA, July 19, 2010 

 

Speaker, The State and Corruption in Russia, The Brookings Institution, Washington DC, April 

27, 2010 

 

Moderator and Panelist, New Trends in International Organized Crime, ABA Section of 

International Law Spring Meeting, New York, NY, April 14, 2010  

 

Speaker, Contrasting U.S. and Russian Anti-Bribery Investigations, American Conference 

Institute Russia and CIS Summit on Anti-Corruption, Moscow, March 12, 2010 

 

Speaker, U.S. and Russian Anti-Corruption Legislation, Dechert LLP Seminar on Guarding 

Against Corruption Offenses in Domestic and International Business, Moscow, February 9, 2010 

 

Speaker, Legal Racketeering in Russia, National Institute of Justice Seminar on the State of 

Knowledge on International Organized Crime, Washington DC, January 28, 2010  

 

Speaker, Corruption and Organized Crime in Russia, Overseas Security Advisory Council 

Conference on Security in Russia, Moscow, October 29, 2009  

 

Speaker and Moderator, Parallel Civil and Criminal Proceedings in Russia, ABA Section of 

International Law Conference on Dispute Resolution in Russia and the CIS, Moscow, September 

21, 2009 (in Russian)  

 

Speaker, Bribery and Extortion under Russian Law, American Conference Institute Russia and 

CIS Summit on Anti-Corruption, Moscow, March 10, 2009 

 

Expert Declarant, Russian Criminal Procedure, In the Matter of Alexandre P. Konanykhine, A 

74 361 122 for United States Department of Justice Executive Office for Immigration Review, 

May 2007 

 

Expert Witness, Human Trafficking Legislation, Hearings before State Duma of the Russian 

Federation, January 2003 

 

Expert Witness, Russian Organized Crime, House of Lords, London, May 2002  



Statement

in support of candidacy for the Public Council of International Experts

I n support of my candidacy for the Public Council of International Experts, pursuant to Article

9.4 of the Law of Ukraine "On the High Anti-Corruption Court", I hereby duly state that I am not

subject to the application of the Law of Ukraine "On Corruption Prevention" and none of the

circumstances provided in Article 7.4 of the Law of Ukraine "On the High Anti-Corruption Court"

exist that would impede my membership in the Public Council of International Experts.

September 11, 2018 Thomas Firestone 

(date/place) (name) (signature)
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